He ceawled doarkly as ha read it
From a notoriops gambler, It an-
nounced that unless within forty-
elght hours a certain note was pald
it wounld be presented to the man
whose forged signature it bore—John

Martin,

"Everything de on getting
Terhune away with me and watching
my opportunity,” mused the bachelor.
“1 must get one thousand dollars or
1 am ruined—worse, I must become &
hunted criminal. Ah, I have it!"” and
his bed eyes sparkled with cunning.

“Let us take a litle stroll, Ter-
hune,” he suggested as, apparently
casually, he later met his intended
victim on the street near his hotel.
"“What do you say to a show for the
evenlog?”"

“Previous engagement,”

Ralph, glancing at his wa.u:h and
counting the minutes until eight
o'clock, when be was due to spend
the evening with Bunice Martin.

“Time for a game of billlards, at | pair.”
™ pressed Beale

“Oh, yes; I have a full hour of
lelsure.”

“Come on, then.”

Beal¢ led the way to a reputable

the ivory spheres.

Beale disguised the fact that he
was an expert at the game. He
made it interesting for his opponent
by some clever manipulations and
Ralph's Interest so deepened that he
threw off his coat and cuffs and be-
came absorbed in watching his ad-

Versary.

Beale allowed Ralph to win, and
kept up a clatter of talk. As it neared
eight o'clock they left the place. Sud-
denly Raiph halted upon the public
street. -

" deeclire,” he exciaimed, I left
myeuﬂnmthamkbackatthetﬂl-
lizrd hall.”

“Shall 1 go back with you or wnlt
for you?" inguired Beale, courte-

"'Tll.lnkl. but I shall bave to hurry
~

to get to.my anpointinént,'” explained
Ralph.

His face was grave and anxious all
the time later while he sat convers-
Ing with Eunice or listening to her
plano playing at the Martin home. As
he arose to leave she looked appeal-
ingly into his face,

“Ralph," she sald, "what Is trou-
bling you this evening? Something,
ll.lmow Won't you tell me w-hu.!t

He could not resist the wlct.l‘nllp-
peal. Hb told Eunice of the loss of
his cuffs. She realized how sinceraly
he deplored the loss of her first gift
to him.

“I have offered a liberal reward at
the bﬂlhr_d hall for their recovery”

sald Ralph, “I camnot forgive my
lied | forgetfulness in luvlng !hem. Some
one has

“Never mind, !I-llph." llh.mloe sald,
sweetly. “They were of lttle Intrin-
gle nlue -and um glive you another

Ralph ‘@id . pof leave the trustful
girl in an altogether easy frame of
thﬂmtwhur of the safe
mmhhuﬂm which bhe had

mwmhamdmﬂew.
and to some decided inconvenience.
Fortunately no business éame in that
required referemce to the contents of
were pald
B recelved,




